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Language, Ethnicity, and Identity

Amy Tan tries to dispute the stereotypes that people have developed regarding American and Chinese languages. Tan makes the reader aware of the differences existing between the two words. Tan's attachment to the American and Chinese cultures prompt her to quickly dismiss the stereotypes that Chinese are discrete and modest while Americans have no time to be polite (p. 46). Tan recognizes the differences between the cultures while at the same time he acknowledges each culture individually without drawing comparisons. Tan also shows how being born in a bilingual society is challenging; this is proven by how she answers to her parents and the Chinese woman on the phone. Tan has many American values, including her professional success as an author and her way of responding to different situations.

On the other hand, she associates herself with Chinese culture by dismissing stereotypes about the culture. She also takes her uncle and aunt to a Japanese restaurant which offers Chinese food. This shows her attachment to Chinese culture. 

Similar to Tan, Rodriguez is also an individual who has grown in a bilingual and bicultural society. However, unlike Tan, Rodriguez does not show an appreciation of being born in a bilingual and bicultural community. He expresses sadness when it comes to the notion of accepting English as a public language and Spanish as a private language. Remarkably, using the English language makes people adopt American culture and abandon their native Spanish culture. Rodriguez identifies himself as a person with two cultures (p.52), something which he associates with the growing separation between his family. Rodriguez portrays different American values like freedom of expression, a successful career as an author, and enjoys political and social benefits in the country. We can also see that he misses his Spanish identity when he hears nuns speaking, a farmer asking for direction, and the dark-faced woman boarding a bus. Although Tan and Rodriguez grow in bilingual and bicultural Society, they still associate themselves with their native cultures, which brings a feeling of belonging. 

Mellix is an African American who tries to merge two languages, Black and Standard English. Mellix tries to explain how language is used as a determining factor of an individual's social status. She also explores how language is used in different contexts depending on the subject and purpose. In the context of social status, Black English is considered to be a language of the poor (p.61), something which Mellix dismisses. By knowing two words gives Mellix the power to be relevant in different platforms, I.e., in informal and formal contexts. Mellix perceives herself as a person with double identities and proudly identifies herself with both. Compared to Rodriguez, Mellix is more lively and humorous, values which enhance her existence in a bilingual and bicultural society. As a professor and a mother, she able to exist in different contexts as per language requirements. 

Allen is another victim of cultural change. She describes her different lives in school and at home by providing the differences between the environments. At home, Allen is not exposed to the outside world where culture, particularly language has evolved. At school, she is introduced to a new religion which uses different words and forces her to change her name To Kathleen. She considers these changes as inappropriate and as frustrations (p.66). However, after learning the new culture, she can integrate both her native culture and the modern culture, something which helps solve the differences existing between her and her mother. She also associates herself with civil rights movements, which she believes would help make her culture known and respected. 

Njeri focuses on addressing how American culture has influenced African American culture. She can show the reader her concerns about her original name. Even though many people know her as Jill Lord, she still considers her name as Njeri (p.72). She prefers her old name because it brings a sense of belonging, and also helps in showing her freedom. Her seeking a connection with African ancestors creates conflict due to her American identity and the freedoms and rights she has as an American. Njeri considers herself an American based on the aspects of liberty, her successful career, and her belief in the American dream. She also has connections with Africans she meets on different occasions, showing her attachment to the African culture. 

Erdrich tries to explain the change which has occurred to their way of giving women names as well as their responsibilities. Erdrich discusses how aspects of contemporary culture have been replaced by new ones, with the roles of women and their position in society changing. For example, in modern culture, women were supposed to plant potatoes, farm the land and harvest during the autumn (p.79). On the other hand, during her time, culture has evolved, and instead of farming and harvesting, she plants flowers for leisure. Erdrich still yearns to be associated with the Anishinabe way of life, while at the same time she appreciates how culture has evolved and how the evolution has affected her life. 

From these accounts, one cale ton note how culture and language influences identity. Growing up in different cultures has its benefits and disadvantages. Different cultures allow a person to be able to relate with other people and develop long lasting relationships. Different cultures can also cause an identity conflict as seen in the accounts provided above. Aspects like gender roles, the way of expression, religion and language use have also been noted to be affected by differences in culture. 
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